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Abstract

The Role of the European Parliament as Foreign Policy Actors

Joohyun Go*

Despite its obvious limit due to the inter-governmental characteristics of foreign and
security policy, this research has been examined how European Parliament reinforced
its authority in the domain. The research examined European Parliament’s actual role
and functions in information, advisory, and budgetary authorities. According to the
research, the Foreign Policy Committee and Security Defense Committee are taking
important role in obtaining related information from rivalry legislative organization such
as the Council. However, the influence of Foreign Policy Committee is relatively weak
compared to other domain of the European Parliament’s and other rival organizations
of the European Union.

Policy makings of the European Union reflects the relative influence of both Council
of Ministers which represents the individual member state and European Parliament
which represents the whole citizens of FEurope. European Parliament has been
reinforced its influence via co-decision procedure in legislative process. Currently, the
co-decision procedure is applied to extensive field including foreign and security
policies which strengthens the agenda setting function of the European Parliament.
However, as this study shows, the information, advisory authority, and budget authority
granted to the parliament in the field of foreign and security affairs depend on the
sensitivity of information, ambiguity at the time of consultation such as before or after
security defense operations, and the nature of the budget influence the European

Parliament's chances for engagement.

* Research Professor, Institute of East and West Studies, Yonsei University
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